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Politically the location of Belgium has been a handicap, but eco-
nomically it has been a decided advantage. Near at hand are the greatest
markets of the continent and important sources of such essential raw
materials as iron and coal. The nation is closely tied to these neighboring
regions by a very complete network of railways, rivers and canals.
Excellent contact with the sea, by way of the Scheldt, has made Anvers
one of the greatest ports of Europe. These contacts have stimulated
Belgian industry, fostered commerce, and played an important part in
the economic development of the country.

GEOGRAPHICAL REGIONS
THE ARDENNES PLATEAU

The southeastern portion of Belgium is occupied by a corner of
the ancient massif of the Ardennes. This consists of a plateau deeply
dissected by streams and varying in elevation from 500 to 2000 feet.
For the most part it is a region of steep wooded slopes and narrow
winding valleys. Towns are scattered along the valley floors, especially
where transportation routes converge. It contains no large cities, and
population is sparse due to limited economic possibilities. Small amounts
of level land, infertile soil and the cooler climate of the upper eleva-
tions cause cultivation to be of slight importance. Occasional un-
forested slopes and the cleared portions of the valleys provide pastures
on which the Belgian peasants graze considerable numbers of sheep.
Lumbering is locally important, and provides seasonal employment for
a portion of the agricultural population. To these activities may be
added a small tourist industry, based on the picturesque character of
sections of the plateau. Altogether, this region has contributed com-
paratively little to Belgian economic or cultural life. '

THE SAMBRE-MEUSE VALLEY

The- Sarribre-Meuse Valley divides the old hard rocks of the
Ardennes from the newer tertiary deposits of the plain. In addition,
it forms the dividing line between the two dominant peoples of Bel-
gium. Within the valley and to the south and east reside the French-
speaking Walloons, while the Flemings are to be found to the north
and northwest.

This valley constitutes vthe industrial heart of Belgium. Its coal
fields, its former deposits of lead and zinc, and its proximity to the